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Bright Lights 
THE BOOK OF JUDGES 

Judges shows us our potential for                                 and our 
capacity for                                              . 

Judges is the story of                                     . 
The main task of a leader is to                        and                           . 

Judges 17:6 (NIV) In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit. 

Judges is the story of                                              . 
Joshua 23:3-5 (NIV) You yourselves have seen everything the Lord your God has done to all these nations for your sake; it was 

the Lord your God who fought for you. 4 Remember how I have allotted as an inheritance for your tribes all the land of the 
nations that remain—the nations I conquered—between the Jordan and the Mediterranean Sea in the 
west. 5 The Lord your God himself will push them out for your sake. He will drive them out before you, and you will take 
possession of their land, as the Lord your God promised you. 6 “Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the 
Book of the Law of Moses, without turning aside to the right or to the left. 7 Do not associate with these nations that remain 
among you; do not invoke the names of their gods or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to them. 8 But 
you are to hold fast to the Lord your God, as you have until now. 9 “The Lord has driven out before you great and powerful 
nations; to this day no one has been able to withstand you. 10 One of you routs a thousand, because the Lord your God fights 
for you, just as he promised. 11 So be very careful to love the Lord your God. 

When God gives a responsibility,                 provides the                                          . 
Philippians 2:14 (NLT)  For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him. 

Joshua 23:12-13 (NIV) But if you turn away and ally yourselves with the survivors of these nations that remain among you 
and if you intermarry with them and associate with them, 13 then you may be sure that the Lord your God will no longer 
drive out these nations before you. Instead, they will become snares and traps for you, whips on your backs and thorns in your 
eyes, until you perish from this good land, which the Lord your God has given you. 

Joshua 24:16 (NIV) Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve other gods! 

Judges 1:1 (NIV) After the death of Joshua, the Israelites asked the Lord, “Who of us is to go up first to fight against the 
Canaanites?” 

Following God’s will begins with what He has already                 
Judges 1:2-4, 8-11, 17-18 (NIV) The Lord answered, “Judah shall go up; I have given the land into their hands.” 3 The men of 

Judah then said to the Simeonites their fellow Israelites, “Come up with us into the territory allotted to us, to fight against the 
Canaanites. We in turn will go with you into yours.” So the Simeonites went with them. 4 When Judah attacked, 
the Lord gave the Canaanites and Perizzites into their hands, and they struck down ten thousand men at Bezek. 5 It was 
there that they found Adoni-Bezek and fought against him, putting to rout the Canaanites and Perizzites. 6 Adoni-Bezek 
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fled, but they chased him and caught him, and cut off his thumbs and big toes. 7 Then Adoni-Bezek said, “Seventy kings 
with their thumbs and big toes cut off have picked up scraps under my table. Now God has paid me back for what I did to 
them.” They brought him to Jerusalem, and he died there. 

Judges 1:8-11, 17-18 (NIV) The men of Judah attacked Jerusalem also and took it. They put the city to the sword and set it on 
fire. 9 After that, Judah went down to fight against the Canaanites living in the hill country, the Negev and the western 
foothills. 10 They advanced against the Canaanites living in Hebron ( formerly called Kiriath Arba) and defeated Sheshai, 
Ahiman and Talmai. 11 From there they advanced against the people living in Debir ( formerly called Kiriath Sepher). 
17 Then the men of Judah went with the Simeonites their fellow Israelites and attacked the Canaanites living in Zephath, 
and they totally destroyed the city. Therefore it was called Hormah. 18 Judah also took Gaza, Ashkelon and Ekron—each 
city with its territory. 

Judges 1:19 (NIV) The Lord was with the men of Judah. They took possession of the hill country, but they were unable to drive 
the people from the plains, because they had chariots fitted with iron. 

Our                                                     always look reasonable 
Joshua 17:18 (NIV) …though the Canaanites have chariots fitted with iron and though they are strong, you can drive them 

out. 

Judges 1:20-21 (NIV) As Moses had promised, Hebron was given to Caleb, who drove from it the three sons of Anak. 21 The 
Benjamites, however, did not drive out the Jebusites, who were living in Jerusalem; to this day the Jebusites live there with 
the Benjamites. 22 Now the tribes of Joseph attacked Bethel, and the Lord was with them. 23 When they sent men to spy out 
Bethel ( formerly called Luz), 24 the spies saw a man coming out of the city and they said to him, “Show us how to get into 
the city and we will see that you are treated well.” 25 So he showed them, and they put the city to the sword but spared the 
man and his whole family. 26 He then went to the land of the Hittites, where he built a city and called it Luz, which is its 
name to this day. 

Our compromises sometimes rely on                                                  
Joshua 6:25-26 (NIV)  But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her, because she hid 

the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—and she lives among the Israelites to this day. 26 At that time Joshua 
pronounced this solemn oath: “Cursed before the Lord is the one who undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho… 

Judges 2:1-4 (NIV) The angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal to Bokim and said, “I brought you up out of Egypt and led you 
into the land I swore to give to your ancestors. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant with you, 2 and you shall not make a 
covenant with the people of this land, but you shall break down their altars.’ Yet you have disobeyed me. Why have you done 
this? 3 And I have also said, ‘I will not drive them out before you; they will become traps for you, and their gods will become 
snares to you.’” 

4 When the angel of the Lord had spoken these things to all the Israelites, the people wept aloud, 5 and they called that place 
Bokim. There they offered sacrifices to the Lord. 

The most                                        people in the world are professing believers who will not                                
themselves to the Lord Jesus. 

Judges shows us the results of a               becoming a                  . 
Philippians 3:15-16 (NLT)  …Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked 

and perverse people. 16 Hold firmly to the word of life; then, on the day of Christ’s return, I will be proud that I did not run 
the race in vain and that my work was not useless.
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