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Everything or Nothing 
THE FAMILIAR STRANGER 

We experience                    through the Holy Spirit. 
1 Corinthians 2:9-12 (NLT) That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no 

mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who love him.” 10 But it was to us that God revealed these things by 
his Spirit. For his Spirit searches out everything and shows us God’s deep secrets. 11 No one can know a person’s thoughts 
except that person’s own spirit, and no one can know God’s thoughts except God’s own Spirit. 12 And we have received 
God’s Spirit (not the world’s spirit), so we can know the wonderful things God has freely given us. 

Two Unhelpful Models:  the expression of the Spirit’s gifts as  
                             and the expression of the Spirit’s gifts as                      . 

Acts 8:4-23 (NLT) But the believers who were scattered preached the Good News about Jesus wherever they went. 5 Philip, for 
example, went to the city of  Samaria and told the people there about the Messiah. 6 Crowds listened intently to Philip 
because they were eager to hear his message and see the miraculous signs he did. 7 Many evil spirits were cast out, 
screaming as they left their victims. And many who had been paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there was great joy in 
that city. 

9 A man named Simon had been a sorcerer [a magician] there for many years, amazing the people of  Samaria and claiming 
to be someone great. 10 Everyone, from the least to the greatest, often spoke of  him as “the Great One—the Power of  
God.” 11 They listened closely to him because for a long time he had astounded them with his magic. 

12 But now the people believed Philip’s message of  Good News concerning the Kingdom of  God and the name of  Jesus 
Christ. As a result, many men and women were baptized. 13 Then Simon himself  believed and was baptized. He began 
following Philip wherever he went, and he was amazed by the signs and great miracles Philip performed. 

14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of  Samaria had accepted God’s message, they sent Peter and John 
there. 15 As soon as they arrived, they prayed for these new believers to receive the Holy Spirit. 16 The Holy Spirit had not 
yet come upon any of  them, for they had only been baptized in the name of  the Lord Jesus.  17 Then Peter and John laid 
their hands upon these believers, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given when the apostles laid their hands on people, he offered them money to buy this 
power. 19 “Let me have this power, too,” he exclaimed, “so that when I lay my hands on people, they will receive the Holy 
Spirit!” 

20 But Peter replied, “May your money be destroyed with you for thinking God’s gift can be bought! 21 You can have no part 
in this, for your heart is not right with God. 22 Repent of  your wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive 
your evil thoughts, 23 for I can see that you are full of  bitter jealousy and are held captive by sin.” 

1. Simon had                to Jesus. 
2. Simon wanted to                           like Jesus. 
3. Simon still had old ways of                           . 
4. Simon had poor                                 . 

Am I                        —seeking a spiritual                      rather than the God behind the thrill and longing to wield 
power but trying to do so through formulas and                      when humility and                         is the only way? 



PastorTimandTrudi.com	 November 1, 2026

For Jesus, what happened in                      was the overflow of what 
happened in                       . 
John 3:1-3 (NIV) Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of  the Jewish ruling council. 2 He 

came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could 
perform the signs you are doing if  God were not with him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of  God unless they are born again.” 
4 “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back into his mother’s womb and be born again?” 
5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of  God without being born of  water and the Spirit. 6 Humans 

can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. 7 So don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You 
must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from 
or where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are born of  the Spirit.” 

9 “How are these things possible?” Nicodemus asked. 

John 7:37-39 (NIV) On the last and greatest day of  the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty 
come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of  living water will flow from within 
them.” 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit 
had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

John 7:40-46 (NLT) When the crowds heard him say this, some of  them declared, “Surely this man is the Prophet we’ve been 
expecting.” 41 Others said, “He is the Messiah.” Still others said, “But he can’t be! Will the Messiah come from Galilee 
43 So the crowd was divided about him. 44 Some even wanted him arrested, but no one laid a hand on him. 45 When 
the Temple guards returned without having arrested Jesus, the leading priests and Pharisees demanded, “Why didn’t you 
bring him in?” 46 “We have never heard anyone speak like this!” the guards responded. 47 “Have you been led astray, 
too?” the Pharisees mocked. 48 “Is there a single one of  us rulers or Pharisees who believes in him? 49 This foolish crowd 
follows him, but they are ignorant of  the law. God’s curse is on them!” 

John 7:50 (NIV) Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of  their own number, asked, 51 “Does our law 
condemn a man without first hearing him to find out what he has been doing?” 

Jesus looks for us to accept his invitation to                                  
without waiting for the                                     . 
John 19:38-39 (NIV) Later, Joseph of  Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of  Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of  Jesus, but 

secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away. 39 He was 
accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. 

Spiritual growth never employs                              . 
Am I                                   —with robes I need to risk taking off that I might experience the gift of God’s Spirit? 

When was the last time I had to seek out an explanation because my experience with God was a  
                                           of my understanding of God?


