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Building More Positive Relationships 
HUMBLE INQUIRY: THE GENTLE ART OF ASKING INSTEAD OF TELLING 
We have become used to                   rather than                    . 
Exodus 6:11 Go in, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the people of Israel go out of his land. 

Psalm 35:28 Then my tongue shall tell of your righteousness and of your praise all the day long. 

Mark 16:15 And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. 

Good relationships are created, built, and                           
mostly through                           , not telling. 
HUMBLE INQUIRY: THE FINE ART OF                           SOMEONE OUT, OF ASKING 
QUESTIONS TO WHICH YOU DO NOT ALREADY KNOW THE ANSWER, OF BUILDING A 
RELATIONSHIP BASED ON                               AND                           IN THE OTHER PERSON. 
Acts 8:26-38 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that 

goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was 
an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of 
all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, 
and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this 
chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 
invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was 
reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is 
silent, so he opens not his mouth. 33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe 
his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About 
whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip 
opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 
36 And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here 
is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and 
they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 

Why we don’t use humble inquiry 
We aren’t                                      . 
Psalm 25:9 He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 

We are                                          . 
We are                                           .


